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October 2011 Showcase events 
 

Saturday 1st October  
AFRICAN SCHOOL /AFRICAN HISTORY AT RUSKIN COLLEGE WALTON STREET 
 
African School @ Ruskin College, Walton Street, OX1 2HE 
Join the African School project from East Oxford for a fun and informative day for all the family 
with lectures, music and face painting to kick- start Afrikan History Season/Beyond Black History 
Month celebrations! 
1.00pm – 6.00pm  Free family friendly event. Caribbean Food by Ruskin catering services on sale 
 
'AFRICAN NIGHT' 
A fun filled evening of African Music & Dance, Food & Drink  
7:00pm– Midnight 
Venue: WRVS Cornhill Centre Off Market Street Banbury OX16 5NT  
Entrance: £10– meal included  
To buy tickets call: 07985431340 340  
 

Thursday 6th October  

 
Kuumba Nia Arts 

The Story Of Lovers Rock 
96 minutes 2009, dir. Menelik Shabazz 
What is Lovers Rock? What makes it special? Originating in the Caribbean but adapted by 
generations of British musicians, Lovers Rock found popularity in the inner cities of the late 1970s 
and early 1980. Sweet, romantic, honest, it was music that spoke to the emotions of those looking 
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for love. With a fantastic list of contributors (Janet Kay, Maxi Priest, Gregory Isaacs, UB40) from the 
British and international reggae scenes, plus archive footage and witty reconstruction,'The Story or 
Lovers Rock' tells the story of Black British culture through music history, one of the great untold 
tales of British music. 
 
Venue tbc.  Entry free 
 
Oxford University & ACKHI 
 

Friday 14th  October 
 

 1.30pm – 6.30pm  
Contexts and Responses: Oxford Symposium on the August 2011 Riots, bringing together 
academics from Oxford, Birmingham, London and elsewhere to discuss the events and significance 
of the August Riots in England.   
The Lecture Theatre Jesus College, Ship Street, Oxford OX1 3DW  
 
Free 
Booking strongly recommended 
 
PEGASUS THEATRE 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH programme 
In the UN International Year for People of African Descent, Black History Month brings together the rich mix of culture 
from African heritage in the UK and around the world. The stories, songs, images, sounds, smells and tastes come alive 
in this one place. Pegasus presents a month of performances celebrating Black History. 
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Monday 3rd to Friday 28th October  
 
Pastoralist Herders East Africa 
This exhibition of photographs, shot in the remote provinces of Kenya, Ethiopia and Sudan convey the pride and 
nobility of a fast disappearing way of life that has largely resisted the onslaught of modern inappropriate technology 
and imposed development. Photographer Adrian Arbib used large format cameras and high resolution film to make 
this unique, extraordinarily detailed document. 
Free event 
Venue: Cafe corridor 

 

Friday 7 to Saturday 8 October 8pm,  
 
Saturday matinee 1.30pm 
Araba’s Song - A Slave’s Story 
A young woman leaves her village in West Africa never to return. Over 300 years later, her children walk amongst you. 
This is the story of survival, told through the universal voices of motherhood.  This is the journey of a treasure from 
mothers, through daughters to you. A Song of Freedom! Performed by Yaw Asiyama who performed his own dramatic 
story at Pegasus earlier this year (Me. Marley and I) brings another ‘life’ story of survival to the stage. 
Tickets: £12, £8 concession, £6 U18 
Venue: Pullman Stage (seated) 

 

Friday 14 to Saturday 15 October 8pm 
 
Rivers to Cross 
A powerful new play from Gazebo Theatre Company starring Sylvester Williams (East Enders, Bullet Boy, The Posse, 
The Amen Corner) 

Rivers to Cross takes audiences on a 174 year roller coaster of a multi-media journey through imperialism, segregation, 
the Civil Rights Movement, the “Windrush” era and the Black Consciousness Movement, telling the true stories of 
great accomplishments in the face of adversity. 
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The play features a host of greats including Ira Aldridge, Walter Tull, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Dr. Harold Moody, Paul 
Robeson and President Barack Obama, in an examination of the black male experience since emancipation. 

Tickets: £12, £8 concession, £6 U18 
Venue: Pullman Stage (seated) 

 

Saturday 22 October 8pm 
 
The Backside Monologues 
...Three women, one soul song... The Backside Monologues is a contemporary play exploring love, friendship, 
experiences and the many ups and few downs of a black female life journey. Three black women through poetry, 
prose, song and movement share their experiences of life, realising that they are not so different after all. 
 
They go beyond the limitations of stereotypes and body parts to discover they all have the same soul song. This Unity 
Arts commissioned piece is a joint production between Unity Arts and Kuumba Nia Arts is written by Amantha Edmead 
and directed by John Sailsman, the team who brought Finding Beulah to Pegasus as part of the venue’s re-opening 
season. 
There will be an opportunity to talk with the company after the show. 
Tickets: £12, £8 concession, £6 U18 
Venue: Pullman Stage (seated) 

    
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD-Race Equality & Diversity 
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Monday 3rd October 

Black History Month Launch The Observatory, Green Templeton, College, Woodstock Road, 

OX2  
 
5.30pm- 7.30pm 
FREE 
Join us for the launch event for Black History Month. Meet members of the Race Equality 
Working Group and Race Equality network at the University of Oxford to find out about 
the work that goes on. In addition, members of the Widening Participation Team will give 
a brief presentation on their aspiration and attainment raising programmes for school pupils in 
Oxfordshire. Drinks and nibbles available. Families welcome. 
Booking essential email race.equality@admin.ox.ac.uk T: 01865 289936 
 

Tuesday 11th October 
 
An evening with Louis Julienne reading from his novel “Pure Pressure” 
Pembroke College, Oxford OX1     
7pm-9pm 
 
FREE 
Set in Liverpool at the start of the Liverpool 1981 uprisings, “Pure Pressure” tells the story of 
matriarch Lizzie Leung and her extended family during that turbulent period and beyond. A widow 
and a born survivor who has raised her family against the odds, Lizzie Leung has overcome tragedy 
and guilt that prepares her for the turmoil that follows.  Louis Julienne is a freelance journalist and 
management consultant. His work is influenced by his life-long civil rights activism and work in the 
voluntary sector, including leading two national non-governmental organisations. He has published 
many articles and reports, and edited several publications, but this is his first novel. 
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Friday 14th October 
 
Reading Group discusses 
“The Help” by Kathryn Stockett 
Brasenose College Oxford OX1   
 
5.00-6.00pm 
FREE 
“The Help” is set in Jackson, Mississippi, 1962 during Segregation.  Miss Skeeter, Aibileen and 
Minny three people no-one would believe they’d be friends; fewer still would tolerate it. But as 
each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one 
another. Each is in search of their own personal truths. And together they have an extraordinary 
story to tell. For more information see www.kathrynstockett.com/stockett-synopsis.htm. 
Participants will need to read the book beforehand and come ready to discuss their ideas. 
 

Monday 17th October 
 
African Studies ORENGA Special Lecture Governor Fashola of Lagos 
Rhodes House, South Parks Road OXFORD OX1   
5pm-6.30pm 
FREE 
This lecture entitled Fashola’s Lagos: the man, the method, the megacity will start with a short film 
about Lagos, followed by the Governor speaking about managing a megacity, one not to be 
missed!  
 

http://www.kathrynstockett.com/stockett-synopsis
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Tuesday 18th October 
 
Av evening with Robert King, 29 Years of Solitary Confinement for no crime. 
venue details at: www.admin.ox.ac.uk/eop/raceace 
6.30pm-8.30pm 
£4 conc/£6 adult 
Robert Hillary King spent 29 years in solitary confinement in Louisiana for a crime he maintains he 
did not commit. He is one of the Angola 3, the subject of In the Land of the Free, a critically 
acclaimed film documenting the case that Amnesty International called “cruel and inhumane and a 
violation of the US’s obligations under international law.” Now, Robert King is coming to Oxford to 
present this film and tell his incredible story. 
 

Wednesday 19th October 
 
Screening of the film “The forgotten African heroes of WW2” African Studies Centre, 
Bevington Road, Oxford OX2 
6pm-8pm 
FREE 
The African Studies Centre presents “The Burma Boys”, Barnaby Phillips’ revealing documentary 
about the 100,000 Africans who fought the Japanese in the jungles of Burma during the second 
world war. The documentary will be preceded by “I Remember When I Was a Soldier”, a short film 
by Olly Owen, Dan Susman and Robin Forestier based on interviews with surviving veterans in 
Nigeria. This will be followed by a Q&A with Barnaby Phillips of the BBC and Professor David 
Killingray, Goldsmiths, University of London. 
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All month until Jan 2012 
 
People Apart: Cape Town Survey 1952 Photographs by Bryan Heseltine, Pitt Rivers Museum, 
South Parks Road entrance, Oxford OX2   
FREE 
For the first time in 50 years an extraordinary collection of photographs offers a glimpse into the 
lives of South 
Africans who would feel the full force of the apartheid state through the 1950s and beyond. The 
images provide a rich and intimate description of life in a number of townships and areas of Cape 
Town. This exhibition is in conjunction with the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies of British Art and 
Birmingham City University. For more information see: www.prm.ox.ac.uk/new.html#event 
 
ACKHI  
Wednesday 26th   12.00Noon – 4.30pm Main Hall, East Oxford Community Centre Princes Street 
OX4 1DD  
 
'Games People Play' an chance to learn about and play some of the many board games now 
becoming obsolete as the computer age takes over.  Games such as Owari or Mancala, Chess and 
other games so rarely seen being played today.  All levels welcome. Bring your board game and 
share with others.   
 
Display and information also available.   
Entry Free 
Food and Refreshments on sale by Taste of The Tropics. 
 
 
Display and Information also available – Cultural Games Day Event jointly hosted by 1in 4 Well Being through Games, 
Taste of the Tropics & African/Caribbean Community Action Network.   

http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/new
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Forthcoming Afrikan History Season/Beyond Black History Month events programme 2011-2012 
 

 Dec 19 2011 'Honour The Father'  Annual event in honour of the late Dr. Carter G Woodson 
(December 19, 1875 – April 3, 1950), founder of 'Negro History Week' (1926) 

 Dec 2011 Kwanzaa Celebrations.  What is Kwanzaa?  An opportunity to gain invaluable 
knowledge and information about this annual celebration of Afri-centric family way of life.  
Exhibitions, family friendly events to raise the profile of this largely unknown form of 
celebration in British societies, but widely celebrated in the United States of America.   
Whilst Kwanzaa is gaining in recognition in Britain, it still remains something which only a 
fraction of the Afrikan heritage population are aware of and or celebrate.   

 Jan 2012  The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – Martin Luther King Commemoration Day  
Twenty-nine years ago a group of Oxford based individuals got together to organize an 
event marking the great works of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  We will bring together 
people, images and other archival items to illustrate how Oxford became one of the first 
cities in Britain to commemorate the life and work of Re. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   

 Poster Exhibition of past events and other memorable archival materials 1983 –  present 
(venue to be confirmed) 

 7th Feb 2012 (86 years on) Origins of Black History Month 1926 2012 marks 86 years since 
the start of Negro History Week, what has now become Black History Month in the US and 
Britain, how many know about the man behind what has now become an international 
celebration of Afrikan History, culture and heritage?   

 When the Europeans decided to grant political independence to the colonies, the course of 
history was about to change, or so we thought.   

2012 marks the 50th anniversary of political independence, for Jamaica 6th Aug 1962 and Trinidad 
& Tobago 31 Aug 1962 

Uganda 9th October 1962.  


